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Kentucky Wheat Yield Contest Breaks Records
By Chad Lee

Kentucky has a new overall high yield! Actually, we have 3 overall highest yields this year. 

We have a new highest overall yield reported in the contest at 143.42 bushels per acre. This 2023 No-
Till State Champion wheat entry from Jason Crisp in McLean County followed soybeans. Camron,
Clay and Mark Wells in Union County reported the second-highest overall yield ever at 139.64
bushels per acre with the 2023 Tillage State Champion. The Wells Brothers also reported the third-
highest yield ever at 135.80 bushels per acre. The previous highest yield ever reported (now 4th
highest ever) was from Keith Hendrickson in Union County in 2015 with 134.27 bushels per acre. That
was followed by the 2022 state champion, S & J Emmick in Hancock County at 132.68 bushels per
acre.   

The average yield of the State Champion and the four Area Winners for 2023 is 133.56 bushels per
acre. Area Winners included Double P Farms in Todd County, Ab Cates, Cates Farms, LLC in
Henderson County, Corn Silk Farms in Logan County and Clint Quarles in Scott County for Areas 1, 2,
3 and 4 respectively. 

Katie Hughes worked very hard to win the supervisor awards this year. She supervised 14 wheat
entries, the most pf any supervisor in 2023, and she supervised the Top 3 Average Yield of 133.97
bushels per acre. Curt Judy supervised three entries and Clint Hardy supervised two entries.  

The winning wheat entries were planted on an average of October 22 and ranged from October 15 to
October 30. Wheat was in the field for an average of 253 days. Total N applied (including fall, winter
and spring N applications) for the six winners ranged from 120 to 170 lb N/acre with an average of
137 lb N/acre. Nitrogen rates for all the entries in the 100 Bushel Club were very similar to the
winning entries.   

Across all 25 entries in the contest, four reported using sulfur, 11 reported using boron and one
reported using zinc. Two wheat entries received 2 tons/acre of chicken litter. Seven of the entries
received Palisade growth regulator and nine received Pinzola growth regulator. Sixteen of the 25
entries used tillage to help control weeds. All entries used herbicides to manage weeds. Twenty-tow
entries reported using at least one fungicide and twenty reported using at least two fungicides.
Nineteen entries reported using at least one insecticide.  

Wheat yields in the contest did not correlate very strongly nitrogen applied. However, nitrogen
applied in the winter and spring (usually the Feekes 3 and Feekes 5 timing) was a stronger indicator of
yield than total nitrogen (including fall applications). Wheat yields had low correlations with planting
date and harvest date as well. Ove these four comparisons, a later harvest date was a stronger
indicator of higher wheat yields for 2023. This observation from 2023 indicates how favorable
weather was during seed fill and harvest.  

Again, the contest yields are posted:
https://graincrops.ca.uky.edu/files/2023kywheatcontestwinners.pdf





Beginning Nov. 2, 2023, the University of Kentucky Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and
Environment will present a series of four webinars covering field crop protection. Hosted through
the Southern Integrated Pest Management Center, the webinars will feature UK extension pest
management specialists discussing weed science, plant pathology, and entomology topics.
Continuing education credits for Kentucky pesticide applicators and Certified Crop Advisors will be
available.

The Thursday morning webinars will take place via Zoom at 10 a.m. EST/ 9 a.m. CST, and
preregistration is required for each webinar. The webinars are open to agriculture and natural
resource County extension agents, crop consultants, farmers, industry professionals, and others,
whether they reside or work in Kentucky or outside the state.

Dr. Kiersten A. Wise

Webinar #1:      

November 2, 2023

Registration: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CfQFt0dQSnq5ifdnaSre7A

 
Dr. Carl Bradley

Webinar #2:      

November 9, 2023

Registration: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3SvKPhEDSSWcYhnUnLrvsQ

Dr. Travis Legleiter

Webinar #3:      

November 16, 2023

Registration: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SIOzGyibQiOk4A6pTRHGmw

Dr. Raul Villanueva

Webinar #4:      

November 30, 2023

Registration: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AqvCh08TQGCAJXvKxqdwFA





For more information follow us at 
https://hickman.ca.uky.edu/

or
Hickman County Cooperative

Extension Service on Facebook
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